FAQs about Weighting Your Scottish Fair Tent
WHY ARE TENT WEIGHTS IMPORTANT?
Tent weights aren't really intended to protect YOUR tent. They do, in the face of reasonable
gusts, keep a tent from flying away, that's true. But when a tent flies away, the least of your
worries should be "oh no, I lost my tent". The larger potential problems include tents busting
the windows and property of nearby businesses, your tent smashing into the tent of another
vendor and destroying their inventory or injuring them, tents going through car windshields,
tents causing traffic accidents that could injure or kill people, or indeed, a tent hitting and
either injuring or killing someone.
In a high wind situation, your tents weights are actually likely to damage your tent...however,
they will help to prevent property destruction and injuries.
SO HOW DO I WEIGH DOWN MY TENT?
There are many ways to weigh down a tent. All tent weights must be attached to the
tent. That means clearly and firmly attached to the weight AND clearly and firmly attached
through the tent frame, not just around a leg. Rope, clothesline, bungee cords, nylon strapping
and many other strong materials can be used to attach them.
•

CINDER BLOCKS. They're not pretty, and you do need to take care to keep them out of
the path of walkers, but they are cheap, and in a pinch, they're easy to tie to a tent
frame (not the legs...the main part of the frame). If the weight is not indicated when you
purchase them, you will need to weigh them. CLICK HERE TO SEE A PHOTO OF CINDER
BLOCKS, SECURELY ATTACHED TO A TENT FRAME.

•

BUCKET OF SAND/GRAVEL/CEMENT. Buckets are inexpensive and easy to find. They also
have handles, which makes them easier to carry AND easier to tie them to your tent.
Also - you can often buy gravel/sand in bags that have a weight clearly marked on them.
This makes it easier to determine if you have enough weigh. CLICK HERE TO SEE AN
EXAMPLE OF A BUCKET WEIGHT.

•

EXERCISE WEIGHTS. These are often easy to carry, and because they are compact, they
can be easier to pack into a full car. The shape of the weight does not matter, what
matters is that you can securely attach it to the frame of the tent. CLICK HERE TO SEE AN
EXAMPLE OF THE ONES THAT VENDORS SOMETIMES USE.

•

MANUFACTURED TENT WEIGHT BAGS. These are easy to find online, and are specifically
made for the purpose of weighing down a 10 x 10 tent. CLICK HERE TO SEE TENT
WEIGHT BAGS.

•

DIY PVC PIPE WEIGHTS. These are the most attractive option, and they are also very
durable. CLICK HERE FOR AN EXCELLENT TUTORIAL WITH PHOTOS.

HOW MUCH WEIGHT DO I NEED? MN Scottish Fair requires at LEAST 35-lbs of weight on EACH
LEG of your tent. We prefer 50-lbs. per leg.
CAN I JUST REST MY WEIGHTS ON THE FEET OF MY TENT?
No. This will do absolutely nothing to secure your tent when a gust comes through.
CAN I JUST TIE DOWN A COUPLE OF LEGS OF MY TENT?
No. All legs must be weighted.
CAN I JUST TIE THE ROPE AROUND THE LEGS?
No. This will not secure your tent. The weight must be attached through the frame of the tent.
BUT I CAN'T CARRY 35 - lbs OF WEIGHT?!
Neither can I. That's why you will want to bring larger numbers of smaller weights. Make your
weights lighter and just make more of them, so that you achieve the cumulative weight.
WHAT ABOUT JUGS OF WATER?
No container of water is acceptable.
TENT WEIGHTS FOR SALE
Weights of a range of sizes are readily available on line. Be mindful of their actual weight. Some
are as small as 7 lbs, necessitating the purchase of four or more for each leg.
On Line Sources
http://www.canopyweights.com/

DO I NEED EXTRA WEIGHT IF I DISPLAY WITH SIDEWALLS?
Absolutely! Walls increase the kite effect of your tent.
OMG, THIS ONE TIME, MY TENT TRIED TO FLY WITH WEIGHTS ON!
True, it can happen. There are two ways to deal with this type of situation.
•
•

First, pull the fabric top of the tent off. In windy conditions, the canopy acts as a sail. If
you remove the "sail", the tent is easier to manage.
You may also try lowering the tent - but DO NOT REMOVE THE WEIGHTS UNTIL THE
TENT IS DOWN and you know that you can safely remove them. If you have not already,
you may want to remove the tent canopy to reduce the likelihood of the tent talking
flight.

